


Hello! 
I’m Patricia Julianelle.
Director of Program Advancement and 
Legal Affairs, SchoolHouse Connection
patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org 

mailto:patricia@schoolhouseconnection.org


Housekeeping
HAVE A QUESTION?

This webinar is for you. Enter your questions in 
the questions pane and click ‘Send’.

RECORDING & HANDOUTS

An archive of this webinar and all materials 
will be posted here.

This PowerPoint is available in your 
“Handouts” panel.

If you’ve signed up for this webinar, you will 
receive a link to the recording in an email after 
the webinar is over. 3

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/webinars/archived-webinars


About 
SchoolHouse 
Connection
SchoolHouse Connection works to 
overcome homelessness through 
education. We provide strategic 
advocacy and practical assistance in 
partnership with schools, early 
childhood programs, institutions of 
higher education, service providers, 
families, and youth.

● Website
● Facebook Group
● Newsletter
● Federal and state policy advocacy
● Q&A from our inbox
● Webinars and implementation tools
● Youth leadership and scholarships

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection/


Today’s Agenda
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Education-related rights of undocumented children and youth

The view from a school district

The view from a student

Updates:
● COVID-19
● DACA
● TPS
● “Public charge” rule



Undocumented children and youth: PreK-12 rights
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Undocumented children and youth: PreK-12 rights
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Undocumented children and youth and 
McKinney-Vento

●

[74% of identified MV students in 2017–18]

●

[Motels: 7% of identified MV students in 2017–18]

The McKinney-Vento Act covers children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, 
and adequate nighttime residence. 



Undocumented children and youth and 
McKinney-Vento
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[12% of identified MV students in 2017–18]
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Determining Eligibility
Shared housing
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To ask or not to ask:
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The View from a School District
Hello! I’m Kathi Sheffel. 

●
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Undocumented youth and
Early Childhood

●

● Head Start and Early Head Start programs

●

○



Undocumented youth and
Higher Education

●

●

○

● state financial aid only

● in-state tuition



SchoolHouse Connection 
Scholarship

Eligible students:

www.schoolhouseconnection.org/scholarship-program



The View from a Student
Hello! I’m Mirka Mendez. 

●



Immigration Updates

● COVID-19
● Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA)
● Temporary Protected Status (TPS)
● Public Charge rule



COVID-19

● Undocumented people are not 
eligible for most federal relief 
(unemployment, stimulus checks, 
emergency grants to college 
students).

● Agricultural workers were deemed 
essential and their guest worker visas 
are being processed.

● CDC order March 20, 2020 banning 
entry of foreigners without valid 
travel documents.

● Asylum seekers are being expelled 
within 2 hours of arrival at Canadian 
or Mexican border.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-03-26/pdf/2020-06327.pdf


COVID-19 (cont.)

● Suspension of new immigration, for 
60 days, starting April 23, 2020.

● Exceptions for health care workers, 
investors, spouses/children of citizens.

● “Immigrants” do not include tourists, 
temporary visa holders.

● But the order also state 
Administration will “review 
nonimmigrant programs” and 
recommend further action.



Status of 
Deferred Action 
for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA)

● People who have received DACA in 
the past can and should apply for 
renewals.

● People who have never had DACA 
status before cannot apply.

● It is not advisable for DACA 
recipients to leave the country, as 
Customs and Border Patrol officers 
can deny re-entry at their 
discretion.

● The U.S. Supreme Court will issue a 
decision on the legality of DACA 
any time between now and June 
(case heard 11/12/19).

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-response-january-2018-preliminary-injunction
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-response-january-2018-preliminary-injunction


Temporary 
Protected Status 
(TPS)

● Temporary immigration relief for 
people from countries  impacted 
by natural disasters, civil war, 
epidemics, or other emergencies.

● The Trump Administration had 
ended TPS for many countries, but 
the issue is now in the courts.

● El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, 
Nicaragua, Sudan have court cases 
pending.

● Somalia and Yemen also are likely 
to be litigated.



“Public charge” rule
● Receipt of public benefits is grounds 

to deny legal permanent residence, a 
visa, or admission to the US.

● Does not apply to asylees/refugees, 
T/U visa holders, others.

● Not a new rule, but the Trump 
Administration expanded what is 
considered to be a “public benefit."

● Upheld by Supreme Court in 
January, took effect in February, 
2020.

● Applicable timeline: 12 aggregate 
months of benefits in a 3-year period.

● Included:
○ SSI, TANF SNAP
○ Section 8 and subsidized public 

housing
○ Medicaid (except as part of 

school program, including IDEA)
● Not included:

○ McKinney-Vento services
○ Free meals
○ Any other education benefit, 

including Head Start and 
financial aid for college

○ WIOA, WIC, CHIP
○ COVID-19 related free health care

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/the-new-public-charge-immigration-rule-how-it-affects-students-and-schools/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/the-new-public-charge-immigration-rule-how-it-affects-students-and-schools/


Resources
● Immigrant Students: How Schools Can Help in English and Spanish)

● McKinney-Vento webinar in Spanish (including a student presenter)

● Help for Immigrant Families: Guidance for Schools

● Undocumented Student Tuition Overview

● Know Your Rights in 8 languages:

○ https://www.ilrc.org/know-your-rights-and-what-immigrant-families-should-do-now

○ https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards

● “MigraWatch” hotline: 1-844-363-1423 

● National directory of free or low-cost immigration legal services providers

● DACA renewals

● TPS updates

● Public charge rule

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/immigrant-students-how-schools-can-help-updated-and-translated-brief/
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/back-to-school-training-resources/
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/school_resource_v3.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/undocumented-student-tuition-overview.aspx
https://www.ilrc.org/know-your-rights-and-what-immigrant-families-should-do-now
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards
https://www.immi.org/en/info/FindLegalHelp
https://www.informedimmigrant.com/guides/daca-renewals-2020/#
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporary-protected-status
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/the-new-public-charge-immigration-rule-how-it-affects-students-and-schools/

