
   
    

 
          

        
  

                
   

       
            

  
   

      
           

          
 
         

  

 
 

 
        

            
  

 
       

                
     

           
            

           
         

Sept. 4, 2020 
Alternate Selection PTA Selection Criteria, temporary 

The following are alternate selection criteria for the PTA Program in the areas of: 
Observation/Volunteer/Work Experience in a Physical Therapy Setting; and 
Humanitarian Volunteer Hours. 
We are aware that these hours are difficult if not impossible to obtain as laid out 
in the Selection Criteria during this COVID-19 pandemic time. Many sites are not 
allowing non-essential personnel to be present. If the applicant does obtain these 
hours as laid out they will certainly be accepted. However, we are temporarily 
implementing the following exceptions/alternatives only during this pandemic 
time. 
Humanitarian Volunteer Hours 

You must still complete 25 humanitarian hours. There are many volunteer 
opportunities available during this pandemic time. Most especially in the area of 
food collection and distribution. CCSD has many food distribution sites at various 
schools. 
You may also obtain virtual volunteer hours. Here is a site with many 
opportunities listed: 
https://www.volunteermatch.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwpZT5BRCdARIsAGEX0zm5hb1i2ugNt02AuTfDsOx-
YwGnRZwVwrQx1PN3xmrTk9bHVNuNjnMaAvksEALw_wcB 

If you find other opportunities you think are appropriate, you may request 
approval from the program director at: joann.gutschick@csn.edu 
These hours must be documented in letter or memo form from the supervisor of 
the physical or virtual site. 

Observation/Volunteer/Work Experience in a Physical Therapy Setting 

We will accept 8 hours of actual time in a facility, documented on the form, as 
meeting the requirement for 3 points. 
Also meeting the requirement for 3 points, we will accept a virtual interview of a 
physical therapist assistant (PTA) who works in our local community. You may 
submit the video itself or a typed transcription of the interview. If you submit the 
video, it must be seen on the video that you informed the PTA of the reason for 

mailto:joann.gutschick@csn.edu
https://www.volunteermatch.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwpZT5BRCdARIsAGEX0zm5hb1i2ugNt02AuTfDsOx


       
        

            
           

          
   

 
          
         

 
          

            
 

         
       
 

         
 

        
         
                  
                
 

         
       

this submission (application to CSN PTA program) and they must verbally consent 
to this submission. If they do not agree, you must submit the typed transcription. 
Many of our community partners have agreed help with this opportunity for 
applicants. You may call a health care facility in our community to request this 
interview appointment or you may contact Gina McDade at : 
regina.mcdade@csn.edu for further assistance. 

After introducing yourself and asking for submission permission, the interview 
must consist of the following questions in this order: 

1. Explain in general, the relationship between a PT and PTA. 
Explain how your particular relationship with your supervising PT evolved. 

2. Describe a “day in the life of a PTA” from your perspective at your particular 
facility. 

3. Do you specialize in any particular area? Why? 

4. Name 2 typical patient diagnoses you treat at your facility and the particular 
treatment interventions you use. 
After listening to this answer, the applicant should come up with 2-3 follow-up 
questions about the interventions that are of interest to the applicant. 

5. How did your education prepare you for this real life setting? 
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