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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  All NSHE Presidents   

Fr:  Melody Rose Chancellor  

Dt:  April 6, 2021 

Re:  Updated NSHE International Travel Policy  

Cc:  Joe Reynolds, Chief General Counsel 

 

On October 19, 2020, I issued a directive placing a temporary pause on all international travel by 

NSHE faculty due to an increased global, national, and statewide resurgence of COVID-19 cases.  

With the development and increased availability of COVID-19 vaccines and positive trends in some 

states and countries, I am issuing this memorandum to update the international travel policy to allow 

vital research and international opportunities to resume on a limited basis. 

 

Requests by faculty to engage international travel will be required to undergo review and obtain 

approval at the institution, system administration, and gubernatorial levels. The following criteria 

should be evaluated in a comprehensive manner when reviewing a request for international travel, 

with no single factor being dispositive: 

 

1. Whether the faculty member has been fully vaccinated for COVID-19; 

 

2. Whether the country is designated by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) to be 

a low- or high-risk destination;     

 

3. Whether the faculty member has obtained additional insurance to cover any 

COVID-19 related expenses due to illness, quarantine, or disruption in travel 

plans; 

 

4. Whether the travel is sponsored by or occurring in partnership with a state or 

federal government agency; and 

  

5. The purpose of the travel, with priority being given to research or other activities 

that are related to public safety, health, or time-sensitive research that cannot be 

postponed.   

 

Review of travel requests should include legal review by the institution’s provost, general counsel, 

and risk manager.  Travel requests will also require approval by the President.  Once approved at the 

institution level, requests should be forwarded to Chief General Counsel Joe Reynolds at 

jreynolds@nshe.nevada.edu, where additional review and a recommendation will be forwarded to 

me.  Once I approve, the request will be forwarded to the Governor’s Office for additional review 

and approval.  This process may take several weeks and, therefore, I encourage any international 

travel requests to be made with as much advanced notice as possible.   
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As with all activities, gubernatorial directives; county, state, and federal guidelines; CDC protocols, 

and recommendations from medical officials must continue to be followed.  Depending on state, 

national, and global progress of responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, this directive will be 

updated and become more relaxed or restricted, depending on available science and data. 

 

Thank you and your faculty for the flexibility and understanding you have shown as we move 

forward together during these challenging times.  Please let me know if you have any questions or 

concerns.        

 

 

 

  


